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MATAWA CHIEFS’ COUNCIL

Tuesday October 31, 2023

Written Submission to the Standing Committee on Indigenous and Northern Affairs (INAN)

Bill C-53 An Act respecting the recognition of certain Métis governments in Alberta, Ontario and
Saskatchewan, to give effect to treaties with those governments and to make consequential

amendments to other Acts

Good afternoon to the members of the Standing Committee and fellow presenters.

Self-Introduction David Paul Achneepineskum, Matawa CEO, member of Marten Falls First Nation

I am presenting today on behalf of Matawa First Nations Management and the Matawa
Chiefs Council. There was very limited advance notice of these standing committee hearings, and

only a few hours given to confirm our participation here today.

The Matawa Chiefs Council represents the nine (9) First Nations of Aroland, Constance
Lake, Eabametoong, Ginoogaming, Long Lake No. 58, Marten Falls, Nibinamik, Neskantaga, and

Webequie.
The Matawa First Nations has a population of 10,864 at March 2023.
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The Matawa traditional territories and homelands are known around the world as the Ring of
Fire Region — Canada and North America’s emerging lone-source of chromite and other critical
minerals, nickel, gold and silver that is going to be required to reposition Canada and its allies in
the new green economy.

On June 21, 2023 - the day Bill C-53 was introduced and referred at Second Reading to your
Standing Committee - the Matawa Chiefs Council issued a letter to the Governor General of Canada,
Her Excellency The Right Honourable Mary Simon calling on her to respond and protect the rights
and interests of our First Nations.

e Matawa is formally submitting this letter to the Standing Committee.

On Thursday October 26, the Standing Committee heard testimony from the Metis Nations of
Ontario, Saskatchewan, and Alberta that Bill C-53 only impacts the Metis people and there is no
trigger of the duty to consult with First Nations on this proposed legislation.

e [tis the Matawa position that the Metis Nation(s) are not the consent providers of our People,
nor are they appropriate legal advisors to be providing such high-level legal determinations
and advice to your committee.

e In this irresponsible capacity — the Metis Nation(s) are acting as enforcers of colonial

mechanisms and court decisions in their own interests.

Canada has not informed First Nations of the impacts of Bill C-53.

Bill C-53 Section 8 Recognition raises the Metis Nation(s) to the definition of ‘indigenous governing

body’.
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e [t is the Matawa position that the Metis, specifically in Ontario are not the Constitutional

equals of the original inhabitants of this land — a role held only by First Nations and Inuit.

The Matawa Chiefs Council recommend to the Standing Committee that a formal analysis be
conducted by the Department of Justice as to the impacts of Bill C-53 on the Section 35 rights of
the land rights holding Indigenous consent providers in Canada — the Inuit and First Nations who

are Treaty, non-Treaty or modern Treaty rights holders.

e It is the Matawa position that Bill C-53 will impact our Section 35 Aboriginal and Treaty
rights, including aspects of community governance, traditional jurisdictions, and lands and
resources.

e The Matawa Chiefs Council submit to the Standing Committee the Metis Nation of Ontario
Zone Map that is publicly available on their website.

e As shown on the map - the Metis Nation of Ontario publicly makes unsubstantiated claims
into the James Bay Treaty No. 9 boundaries, and the traditional territories of the Matawa

member First Nations.
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The Matawa Chiefs Council also recommend that the Departments of Justice, Crown-Indigenous
Relations and Northern Affairs, and Indigenous Services Canada provide an impact analysis or
definition on the parameters for the term ‘distinctions-based approach’.

e Bill C-53 will eliminate the ‘distinctions-based approach’ between First Nations, Inuit and
Metis that has previously been a safeguard to distinguishing and protecting the established
land rights and interests of First Nations and Inuit Peoples of Canada.

e Our land and resources rights, and all current co-developed legislative initiatives on policing,
health, family and child welfare, and the upcoming negotiations of the United Nations
Declaration Act (UNDA/UNDRIP) will be impacted by Bill C-53.

e Another ignored impact of Bill C-53 will also be in the Impact Assessment Act, that has been

successfully challenged by Alberta as unconstitutional.

It is the Matawa position that the list of impacts of Bill C-53 on the First Nations of Canada

has been minimized and ignored.

In closing, this Liberal government is engaging in irresponsible Crown legislative conduct by
advancing Bill C-53. What we are witnessing is Canada pitting First Nations against Metis people

to protect the Section 35 rights and interests of our children and future generations.

Sincerely,
MATAWA FIRST NATIONS MANAGEMENT

David Paul Achneepineskum U'AS <
Chief Executive Officer ba-bar* \bPA"AQA D>PL
MATAWA FIRST NATIONS LC< CS'9Aa ™
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IMPORTANT NOTES

e  The Matawa Chiefs Council and Matawa First Nations Management (MFNM) has nine (9) member First
Nations and respects the autonomy of each member First Nation.

e  Matawa First Nations Management and Matawa Chiefs Council consists of nine (9) member First Nations of
Aroland, Constance Lake, Eabametoong, Ginoogaming, Long Lake # 58, Marten Falls, Neskantaga, Nibinamik
and Webequie First Nations. Five (5) First Nations are remote, and four (4) First Nations have road access.
The current population of Matawa First Nations is 10,864 people.

e  The issues are complex, consistently changing and the Matawa Chiefs Council and Matawa First Nations
Management (MFNM) reserve the right to assess and reassess their positions and information stated as
development unfolds.

e  This brief is without prejudice to the positions Long Lake #58 First Nation takes, or may take, on the issue
of whether Long Lake #58 First Nation is a party to any Treaty.

° In 2011 the Matawa Chiefs Council adopted the Mamow-Wecheekapawetahteewin Unity Declaration which
clearly states the intention of our leadership and member First Nations to stand together to ensure that the rights
and interests of our nation are protected from any unjustified infringement upon our Aboriginal, Treaty and
Custodial rights as First Nations, including an active role in the decision-making and consent required for
development to proceed.
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CHIEFS COUNCIL

Your Excellency the Honourable Mary Simon
Governor General of Canada

Office of the Secretary to the Governor General
Rideau Hall

1 Sussex Drive

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A1

Wednesday June 21, 2023
RE: MATAWA CHIEFS COUNCIL REJECTION OF CANADA'’S LEGISLATION BILL C-53 Recognition

of Certain Métis Governments in Alberta, Ontario and Saskatchewan and Métis Self-Government
Act

Dear Governor General Simon;

This letter is to formally state for the public record before the Crown in Right of Canada that the Matawa
Chiefs Council reject the introduction of the legislation by your government titled BILL C-53 Recognition of
Certain Métis Governments in Alberta, Ontario and Saskatchewan and Métis Self-Government Act late
this afternoon in the House of Commons.

As the Crown of England marked the coronation of King Charles Ill — the Government of Canada is
making a legislative strategic move to dilute and diminish the highest-level status of the historic Treaties
across Canada, including the James Bay Treaty No. 9 (1905-06 and 1929-30). Only the past, present
and future yet to be born descendants and beneficiaries of Treaty No. 9 are the Indigenous Land and
Rights Holders since time immemorial. The signing of the Treaty No.9 Adhesion was the last historic
Treaty signing in Canada and the events of the Treaty signing are within the living memory of our People.

The introduction of federal legislation to recognize the Metis Nation of Ontario (MNO) is an intentional
legislative strategy to undermine the Treaty-Crown relationship in Canada between First Nations and the
Crown. The Royal Assent to which you will be advised to provide to this legislation — is a betrayal by your
office to the Indigenous Treaty land and rights holding signatories in Canada from coast-to-coast-to-coast.

The intent and impacts of the Government of Canada and its Prime Minister and Crown Ministers with this
sweeping rights-granting legislation is unconscionable and may in the future be compared to both the
legislative apartheid incurred by our People under the Indian Act and the government developed and
enacted policies of the Indian Residential School Era. Rights granted under this legislation and the
enactment of the Metis Nation of Ontario Self-Government Agreement with Canada being granted to the
undefined and unregulated Metis Nation of Ontario will be irreversible.

The Matawa Chiefs Council call for your immediate response to our letter on this proposed legislation.
The road to reconciliation between First Nations and the Crown in Right of Canada requires your
leadership as Governor General - the official representative of the Crown in Canada - to protect the rights
and interests of the original People of this land and address the colonial-rooted Crown issues that
continue to impact the quality of life of First Nations.
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Sincerely,
MATAWA CHIEFS’ COUNCIL

Chief Dorothy Towedo Chief Ramona Sutherland Chief Solomon Atlookan
Aroland First Nation Constance Lake Frist Nation Eabametoong First Nation
Chief Sheri Taylor Chief Judy Desmoulin Chief Bruce Achneepineskum
Ginoogaming First Nation Long Lake #58 First Nation Marten Falls First Nation
L

- . - .
Chief Christopher Moonias Ogamakan Michael Sugarhead Chief Cornelius Wabasse
Neskantaga First Nation Nibinamik First Nation Webequie First Nation

This letter is without prejudice to the positions Long Lake No. 58 First Nation takes, or may take on the
issue of whether Long Lake No. 58 First Nation is a party to any Treaty.

cc: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, The Honourable Marc Miller
Minister of Indigenous Services, The Honourable Patty Hajdu
Chiefs of Ontario and First Nations and Tribal Councils of Ontario
National Chief RoseAnne Archibald and AFN Executive Committee

Attachment: Matawa Chiefs Council Resolution 2022-17
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RESOLUTION of the Matawa Chiefs passed at the 34t Annual General Meeting in Webequie First Nation to be effective from and
after 1:00 pm Eastern Standard Time on July 26, 2022,

RESOLUTION #17-28-07-2022

MATAWA MEMBER FIRST NATIONS REJECT METIS ASSERTIONS IN THE
MATAWA HOMELANDS AND TERRITORIES

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada and Province of Ontario have adopted a pan-Indigenous approach to
the rights of First Nations that are recognized and affirmed under the Constitution Act, 1982 Section 35,
and;

WHEREAS, the Province of Ontario has enacted the Metis Nation of Ontario Secretariat Act, 2015, and;

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada has enacted the Metis Government Recognition and Self-
Government Agreement, 2019 with the Metis Nation of Ontario, and;

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada and Province of Ontario are incorporating into their legislations,
regulation and policy their obligatory and legally required recognition of the Metis Nation of Ontario, so;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council and Matawa member First Nations reject
any Metis assertions being made in the Matawa homelands and territories, and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that it is the position of the Matawa Chiefs Council that there is no historic
basis for the recognition of any Metis rights in the land now subject to James Bay Treaty No. 9 (1905-06
and 1929-30) and the Ontario portions of Treaty No. 5., and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council also further reject the Government of
Canada and the Province of Ontario’s recognition of the Metis claims as an Indigenous People group as
Constitutional equals to the First Nations people of the Matawa member First Nations, and;

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council direct that the rejection of the assertion of
any Metis rights in the Matawa homelands and territories will also apply to any legal strategies or
challenges, and regional or national First Nations discussions related to the rights and interests of our
People including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, 2021.

MOVED BY: Ogamakan Michael Sugarhead, Nibinamik First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Bruce Achneepineskum, Marten Falls First Nation
OPPOSITION(S): None
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